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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 12/5/06 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-11, 16-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over White 
et al. (U. S. Pat. 3,520,568) in view of Chioffi et al. (U. S. Pat. 6,082,787). 

Patent to White et al. shows a dryer comprising a housing 12, a drum 1 1 rotatably 
installed in the housing, a heating apparatus for supplying hot air to the drum (col. 2, lines 59- 
61), a configured door 13 and an apparatus configured to releaseably engage the door 13 and the 
housing 12. A hook 17 has a hanging portion 26. A latch assembly 18 has a latch body. 19. A 
holder 25 releasably holds the hanging portion 26 which are arranged same as claimed. However,- 
patent to White et al. does not show the door opening/closing apparatus with a latch assembly 
having a pair of holders to releasably hold the hanging portion, a pair of springs provided in rear 
of the holders and a pair of support members provided to the latch body to support a rear portion 
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of one of the springs so that the springs remain stable as the holders move. Chioffi et al. teach a 

i 

door opening/closing device for a domestic electrical appliance comprising a latch assembly 1 
with a latch body 2, a pair of holders 8,9 configured to translate within the latch body 2 to 
engage and disengage the hanging portion of hook 21, a pair of springs 10, 1 1 provided in rear of 
the holders and a pair of support members with a pair of vertical ribs and a horizontal rib (not 
numbered, see Figs. 1, 3-4, 6-7, parts support springs 10, 1 1) to support each of the springs to 
move stably, a latch cap 4, a first reception part 3 b, a pair of second reception parts (on both 
sides of the first reception part), a pair of passing holes (at 8, 9), a recess (at 10), a protrusion 8b, 
9b, a hollow portion for receiving spring (not numbered, see Fig. 3, 6) which are arranged same 
as claimed. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to substitute the latch assembly 1 of Chioffi et al. for the latch 
assembly of White et al. in order to improve the safety. 

4. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over White et al. (U. 

5. Pat. 3,520,568) in view of Chioffi et al. (U. S. Pat. 6,082,787) as applied to claim 1 1 above, 
and further in view of Cravener (U. S. Pat. 2,489,864). 

The dryer of White et al. as modified by Chioffi et al. as above includes all that is recited 
in claim 14 except for the bolts for fixing the latch cap to the latch body. Cravener teaches a latch 
assembly with bolts 16 for fixing the latch cap 14 to the latch body same as claimed. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to further modify the dryer of Chioffi et al to include bolts for fixing the latch cap to the 
latch body as taught by Cravener in order to facilitate install and replace latch cap. 
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5. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over White et al. (U. 

5. Pat. 3,520,568) in view of Chioffi et al. (U. S. Pat. 6,082,787) as applied to claim 1 1 above, 
and further in view of Fleming (U. S. Pat. 4,480,862) or Fig. 1 of applicant admitted prior art. 

The dryer of White et al. as modified by Chioffi et al. as above includes all that is recited 
in claim 1 5 except for the hook is built in one body of a fixing plate screw-coupled to one side of 
the door. Fleming teaches a latching mechanism with a hook 32 is built in one body of a fixing 
plate 34 screw-coupled to one side of the door jamb. Fig. 1 of applicant admitted prior at teaches 
a latching mechanism with a hook 30 is built in one body of a fixing plate (not numbered) screw- 
coupled to one side of the door 10. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the dryer of Chioffi et al to 
include a hook with screw-coupled fixing plate as taught by Fleming or fig. 1 of applicant 
admitted prior art in order to facilitate install and replace hook. 

6. Claims 1-9, 1 1-17, 19-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over* 
White et al. (U. S. Pat. 3,520,568) in view of Saunders (U. S. Pat. 2,869,952). 

Patent to White et al. shows a dryer comprising a housing 12, a drum 1 1 rotatably 
installed in the housing, a heating apparatus for supplying hot air to the drum (col. 2, lines 59- 
61), a door 13 and an apparatus for opening/closing the door 13 comprising a hook 17 with 
hanging portion 26 and a latch assembly 18 having a latch body 19 and a holder 25 to hold the 
hanging portion 26 which are arranged same as claimed. However, patent to White et al. does not 
show the door opening/closing apparatus with a latch assembly having a pair of holders to hold 
the hanging portion, a pair of springs provided in rear of the holders and a support member 
provided to the latch body to support each of the springs to move stably. Saunders teaches a door 
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opening/closing device for a domestic electrical appliance comprising a latch assembly with a 
latch body 3 1, a pair of holders 39-44 configured to translate within the latch body to engage and 
disengage the hanging portion of hook 29, a pair of springs 47 provided in rear of the holders and 

a support member 36 with a pair of vertical ribs 36 and a horizontal rib 46 to support each of the 

i 

springs to move stably, a latch cap 13, a first reception part (at 32), a 'pair of second reception 
parts (on both sides of the first reception part), a pair of passing holes (not numbered, see Fig. 3- 
4), a recess (at 38) and a protrusion (at 42) which are arranged same as claimed. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to substitute the latch assembly of Saunders for the latch assembly of White et al. in order 
to improve the safety. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

7. The terminal disclaimer filed on 10/5/06 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 
granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 6,954,992, 
respectively has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

8. The terminal disclaimer filed on 12/5/06 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 
granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 1 0/72 1 ,340, 
respectively has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's. arguments filed 12/5/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive to overcome the rejection. First, broad claims 1 and 27 failed to structurally define 
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over the prior art references. The applicant is requested to point out from the claims if there is 
any structural limitations not shown or taught by the prior art references. It is further requested 
that the applicant to point out specific language in claims 1 and 27 that the prior art references do 
not show. Second, to further rebut the applicant's arguments regarding lack of teachings to 
combine, the examiner hereby incorporates by reference of Paragraph 9 of the Final rejection of 
June 5, 2005. 



10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jiping Lu whose telephone number is 571 272 4878. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, RINEHART KENNETH can be reached on 571 272-4881. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 



Jipmg Lu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3749 




J. L. 



